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September 2011


Dear Parent/Carer

Following the great success of Parkwood Academy’s trip to France in June 2009, the Specialist Modern Foreign Languages Department is delighted to announce a return visit, next June, to Paris, the Stade de France and Disneyland for students in this year’s 7, 8, 9 and 10 . The visit will last from Monday 2nd July to Friday 6th July 2012 and will consist of; 

· 1 full day in Paris, (including a guided coach tour, boat trip and ascent of the Tour Montparnasse.
· Guided tour of the Stade de France – the French equivalent of Wembley, followed by an afternoon visit to the town of Fontainebleau 
· Full day in the Disneyland Theme Park, Paris.
The full itinerary will be finalised nearer to the actual visit when we know exact ferry crossing times. The accommodation will be on a full board basis in triple rooms with private facilities at Le Centre Le Bois du Lys. The centre is situated in its own grounds 53kms south from the centre of Paris. At the centre there is an outdoor swimming pool, facilities for football, volleyball and inside there are classroom facilities, a disco room, a television room, pool tables and table football.

The Academy is using Tours Designed which is a Chesterfield based company and has been used previously by Parkwood Academy for international, residential trips four times before. The company is a member of the IPP (International Passenger Protection) scheme which provides financial safeguards identical to ABTA and ATOL.

The cost of the trip is £369 and this includes the following:-

· Full board accommodation (including packed lunches)
· Return transport by coach to and from the UK (school gates) to France
· Return ferry crossing, the exclusive use of the coach in the UK and in France
· A collective passport – if required, although students may use their own passports if preferred.
· Comprehensive travel insurance
· All excursion costs (including entrance fees to attractions and a Hopper Pass at Disneyland, allowing access to both the Theme Park and Walt Disney Studios)


NB. Spending money is not included in the above cost




The cost of the visit is based on our taking a group of 40 students with 5 members of staff including a fluent French speaker, and trained first aider.  If you wish to reserve a place for your son/daughter please complete the attached form and return it to Student Services at Parkwood Academy, together with a first deposit of £70, as soon as possible. In the event of your son/daughter withdrawing from the trip at a later date this deposit, unfortunately is non-returnable. It should also be noted that the visit depends upon the receipt of sufficient contributions: consequently if not enough are received then the visit cannot take place.

As we have almost a year to prepare for the visit, the suggested schedule for future payments will be as outlined overleaf, although we aim to be as flexible as possible in this matter, to suit your requirements:-

£70              AT YOUR EARLIEST POSSIBLE CONVENIENCE
£75              by mid-November, 2011
£75              by the Christmas holiday, 2011
£75              by 1st February 2012
£74              by 1st March 2012

You will be issued with a payment card to help you keep a record of your payments. You can also pay smaller amounts more frequently if it is more convenient for you. Also you can pay the above amounts at any time before the due dates, or you can pay the full amount in a single payment. After you have made the initial deposit of £70 if you wish to pay monthly over 10 months starting from September 2011 the amount will be £29 with a final payment in March 2012. Please ask your child to hand in all payments to Student Services, who will then issue a receipt and update your payment card accordingly. Please do not send in a payment without your payment card.

Your child may not need his/her own passport to travel to France. For all children born in the UK, we offer a free collective passport service; issuing a passport which lasts for this trip only.
Unfortunately, children not born in the UK have to, by law, travel with their own passport or EU Identity card. All such passports must contain legal proof of residency in the UK.

For parents receiving Income Support and claiming family credit, there may be an opportunity to receive some financial aid from the Academy next year towards funding the trip. However, this will not affect the initial deposit payment which must be paid in full to secure a place on the trip for all. Please contact us if you feel this may apply to you.

We look forward to receiving your reply. If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact Ms Booker. Please make any cheques payable to Parkwood Academy and include your cheque guarantee number on the reverse along with your child’s name and tutor group – thank you.

Yours faithfully

A H. Booker


Ms A Booker
Director of Modern Foreign Languages Specialism
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No Slip = No Trip


Please complete and return to Student Services with full deposit (non-returnable) – thank you



Student name: ……………………………………...……….  Tutor Group …………………………


I confirm that the above named student wishes to take part in the trip to France from Monday 2nd July to Friday 6th July 2012.  I understand that if for any reason my child changes their mind and withdraws from the trip the £70 deposit paid is non-returnable, as the Academy will still have to forward this payment to the Travel Company.


Signed ……………………………………….parent/carer 	            Date ……………………………


Print Name ………………………………………………………………………………………………


Contact Phone Number …………………………………………………………………………………


I enclose a cash/cheque for £70, made payable to Parkwood Academy E-ACT


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Office use only
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